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This paper proposes an incentive design method to reduce questions not answered in the Q&A community.
We focus on Stack Overflow, which is a Q&A community on programming, featuring a user-driven repu-
tation system. So far, this kind of incentive design was often studied by modeling the problem as contest
design. In the actual Q&A community, however, there are multiple questions simultaneously, and more than
one persons, who give answers to the same question, may receive a reward. Such a complicated situation is
difficult to analyze as a contest. To overcome this drawback, we try to model and analyze the problem as a
coalition formation problem studied well in the cooperative game theory. The contribution of this paper can
be summarized as follows. First, we model the assignment problem of answerers to questions as a coalition
formation problem. Second, we clarify a solution concept suitable for expressing actual situation. Third,
we show that it is possible to evaluate the performance of the new incentive design by using simulation.
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